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Charlottenburg,' he remarks. ' She declared the attitude
of the Chief in the Battenberg marriage scheme to be quite
correct and urged her daughter to change her ways. Of
course it was very nice of her not to forget her own country
and to wish to benefit it where it was possible for her to do
so, but she needed the attachment of the Germans, and
should endeavour to secure it; and finally she brought
about a reconciliation between Prince William and his
mother.'

The noted reconciliation between William and his mother
is of a very fleeting kind, as William's own words shall bear
witness. The mutual attitude swiftly hardens. Mother
blames son for cruel and unfilial conduct; son blames mother
for her bitter and unnatural attitude. Both behave them-
selves in a way to justify the accusations of the other.
Possibly the mother is most to blame, for she is always setting
light to a new powder barrel. The son plays his part by
justifying and avenging himself.

At Charlottenburg Queen Victoria sits for hours talking to
Fritz. ' They seemed to understand one another/ says
Princess Victoria, ' and their ideas on State affairs seemed
to meet with mutual admiration.' On the afternoon of
departure the Queen goes to say farewell to her son-in-law.
Both know that they will never see one another again.
Queen Victoria kneels beside the couch of the doomed
Emperor and earnestly prays to God that the end may be
averted. ' My father knew that he was dying and that no
earthly power could save him,' writes Princess Victoria.
' That was the most pathetic moment of all my life.'

In May fashionable Berlin comes driving out to Charlotten-
burg. , In the chapel of the Schloss Prince Henry is wedded
to Princess Irene of Hesse-Darmstadt. Augusta is there in
her bath-chair. The Emperor is there, standing erect in the
splendour of his regimentals. During the blessing and the
exchanging of rings, those beside him beg him to sit down.
He stands swaying on his feet. The hiss of air jerking through
his canula seems to fill the chapel with horrific waves of
sound. Sickened and distressed, the guests blame the